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RECORDING

The webinar is being 
recorded and a link to the 
recording will be sent to 
everyone who registered 

within the next 24-48 
hours.

Questions

Please submit your 
questions in the Q/A box. 

Chat

Please remember to be 
respectful and civil in all chat 

interactions. 



Climate Communications to Empower Action and Solutions

Loving God, you made the world and declared it was ‘very good’. And 
yet, we have not treated the earth and our fellow humans with the care 
and respect they deserve. We are sorry and ask for your forgiveness.

Give us the courage to keep raising our voices about the climate 
emergency, which affects people living in poverty the worst. And may 
your Spirit of peace be in the hearts of all people, so that conflicts end in 
peace, and relationships are restored.

Amen

~Tearfund, Praying for Our Climate

Let’s prepare our hearts:
‘Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.’  

~1 John 3:18

https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/campaigns/action-resources/climate-resources/prayerfortheclimate-a4-resourceupdated0922aw.pdf
https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/campaigns/action-resources/climate-resources/prayerfortheclimate-a4-resourceupdated0922aw.pdf


Climate Communications to Empower Action and Solutions

2018: Communicating Climate Change to People of Faith
(Webinar with Dr. Katharine Hayhoe)

2019: Why the Faith Community Holds the Climate Key (Webinar with Ed Maibach)

2023: Encountering Church Leadership on Laudato Si’ (Webinar with John Carr)

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/communicating-climate-change-to-people-of-faith/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/communicating-climate-change-to-people-of-faith/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/why-the-faith-community-holds-the-climate-key/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/encountering-church-leadership-on-laudato-si/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/encountering-church-leadership-on-laudato-si/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/encountering-church-leadership-on-laudato-si/
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Climate of Silence: Christians  
Religious Leaders Believe in  
But Do Not Talk About  
Climate Change

Stylianos Syropoulos, PhD

College of Global Futures  

Arizona State University



The Majority

of Americans…

• 63% of US adults are worried  

about global warming



The Majority

of Americans…

• 69% of US adults believe global  

warming is happening



• 66% of support a 100% clean  

energy transition!

• 75% want renewable energy to  

be produced in public lands

• 67% support carbon taxes for  

major companies

The Majority

of Americans…







But! we don’t talk or hear about the issue





SIMPLE, CLEAR MESSAGES, REPEATED OFTEN, BY A  

VARIETY OF TRUSTED AND CARING MESSENGERS





The Influence of Religious Leaders

• Religious leaders have a large audience (47% of US; 133 million people)

• They have access to populations that are skeptical of climate change  

(e.g., Pew Research Center, 2022)

• They can influence attitudes and behaviors via setting norms and leading  

by example (e.g., Myers et al., 2017)

• They have the perfect framework to make climate information personally  

relevant



So, let’s investigate religious leaders’

climate beliefs and practices

~90% believe in anthropogenic  

climate change



Climate  

Change  

Acceptance by  

denomination



So, let’s investigate religious leaders’

climate beliefs and practices

~75% discuss it less than  

twice a year



Discussing  

Climate  

Change by  

denomination



Results for Roman Catholics

WHAT IS ACTUALLYTRUE

94%
of Catholic leadersbelieve

in human-caused climate change

WHAT CATHOLICS CONGREGANTSTHINK

52%
of Catholic leaders believe in  

human-caused climate change

42

percentage

points  

apart



Every denomination shows the same pattern

Denomination Leaders who  

actuallybelieve

Congregan

ts'  

estimate

Gap

★ Roman Catholics 94% 52% 42 pts

Liberal & ModerateChristians 96% 51% 45 pts

Black Protestants 89% 50% 39 pts

Evangelical & Fundamentalist 82% 40% 42 pts

All Christians combined 93% 48% 45 pts
All gaps statistically significant (p < .001) |  ★ = your denomination |  Syropoulos & Sparkman, PNAS2025



When a pastor speaks, or even believes in climate  

change it can influence the congregation’s attitudes

2.5×
more likely to attend  

a church-hosted  

climate event

2.3×
more likely to have  

climate conversations  

with fellow  

churchgoers

↑
Greater comfort &  

openness for climate  

actions in church



Intervention message



Simply sharing these findings changes how people  

see their community

BEFORE learning the truth  

(control group)

AFTER learning the truth  

(treatment group)

All changes statistically significant (p≤ .05)
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Simply sharing these findings changes how people  

see their community

BEFORE learning the truth  

(control group)

AFTER learning the truth  

(treatment group)

“About 50% of Christian leaders  

believe in climate change”
→

“About 80% of Christian leaders

believe in climate change”

“About 53% of people inchurches  

like mine believe”
→

“About 70% of people in churches  

like mine believe”

Climate action feelssomewhat

consistent with my church’svalues
→

Climate action feels MORE

consistent with my church’s values ✓

Voting for anti-climate candidates—

unclear if it conflicts with faith
→

Voting for anti-climate candidates

goes AGAINST my church’svalues ✓

All changes statistically significant (p≤ .05)



Some additional considerations!

Koehrsen & Ives, 2025,AmbioEom & Ng, 2023 (TOPICS)



Takeaways

• Don’t assume others know you are concerned

• Others are themselves probably concerned

• Talk, talk, talk

• Simple, clear messages, repeated frequently, by trusted and caring  

messengers, pointing to tangible and socially-supporting/empowering  

solutions



Don’t be a stranger!

Feel free to email me at ssyropou@asu.edu

mailto:ssyropou@asu.edu
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