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When | think about COPs, | confess that | am honestly skeptical, deeply realistic and frustrated,
but never cynical; therefore, | embrace this as an invitation for hope. | had the chance to
participate at RIO+20, COP21 and other UN spaces and that is why | experience this permanent
tension, but working in the Amazon region and with its peoples | have learned, a bit, to
navigate rough waters and inhabit the tensions.

Martin Buber, an existential philosopher, asks us a question that seems inescapable in these
times of climate emergency: “We ask ourselves about hope for this moment. With this, those of
us who question ourselves perceive it not only as extremely distressing, but also as a moment
where no different perspectives appear, where the future is not presented to us as a time of
clarity and elevation. And yet, precisely because we seek a better perspective, we speak of
hope.”

In the face of this, what kind of hope can we, as believers in Jesus, offer to our world today, as
we approach COP30?

In these days, life itself has been transformed in drastic and decisive ways by the acceleration
of the climate crisis. It is impossible not to feel vulnerable before this reality, before the fires
consuming forests, the rivers drying, and the displacement of millions of our brothers and
sisters. It hurts to know that so many lives are being destroyed, especially among those who
have least contributed to the problem, and that countless species are vanishing before our
eyes. Our institutions, our economies, and even our faith communities seem fragile in the face
of such magnitude. And yet, in this moment of powerlessness, faith calls us to a hope that is
not naive but incarnate,born from the wounds of the world.

To look at this reality through the eyes of faith means to recognize the deep connection
between the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor, as Pope Francis reminds us in Laudato Si’.
Hope for believers cannot be separated from responsibility. It must be rooted in conversion:
personal, communal, and structural, and in the certainty that the Spirit is already moving
within creation, calling us to act with courage and tenderness in defense of life.

Teilhard de Chardin once said, “The more vast the world becomes, the more organic its internal
connections, the more the perspectives of the Incarnation will triumph.” His words illuminate
the meaning of this moment: creation itself is the field where the mystery of the Incarnation
unfolds, not only two thousand years ago in Bethlehem, but here and now, in the struggle for
the dignity of all beings and the integrity of our common home.

Nearly ten years after Laudato Si” and more than five since Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis’
legacy is not merely an ecological proposal. It is a prophetic cry, a wound that remains open,
and a compass burning bright in times of darkness. These words must not remain as poetic
inspiration; they are urgent calls to conversion. The judgment of history, the examination of our
conscience, is not in the future. It is happening now, from the perspective of the victims, from
the devastated territories, from denied dignity, and always from the hope that does not
disappoint.
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The figures speak with painful clarity. More than 800 million people suffer from hunger, while
one-third of global food production is wasted. The richest 1% owns as much wealth as the
poorest half of humanity. Global temperatures have already surpassed the 1.5°C threshold, the
limit meant to safeguard life. Over 200 million people are expected to be displaced by
environmental causes in the coming decades. Extreme weather events are no longer anomalies
but the new normal. This is not only a climate crisis, it is a natural and moral collapse.

This is why we must speak of conversion or collapse. The choice is stark and unavoidable. What
we face is not simply a technical challenge of carbon reduction but a profound ethical and
spiritual crisis. It is a rupture in our relationship with God, with others, and with the Earth itself.
As the Churches of the Global South remind us, “The climate crisis is not only a technical
problem, it is a matter of justice, dignity, and care for our common home.”

From the South, from the Amazon, from the territories where life is both fragile and resilient,
we raise our voice. The Amazon is no longer the distant periphery of the world; it is the mirror
of humanity’s destiny. There, the wounds of creation are visible in the deforestation, in the
droughts that isolate communities, in the extinction of species, and in the displacement of
Indigenous Peoples who have protected the forest for millennia. These peoples are not victims
of history but prophets of another possible world, guardians of wisdom that our civilization
desperately needs to survive.

In this kairos of crisis and grace, neutrality is no longer possible. We must choose whether we
will be artisans of justice or accomplices of destruction. The Church in South America is called
to stand alongside the most vulnerable and to defend creation with prophetic courage. Hope,
in this context, does not mean passivity; it means resistance, creativity, and the collective
construction of new paths.

The call to ecological conversion is not optional. It is the only way to remain faithful to the
Gospel of life. For this reason, the Church in the Amazon, through networks like the Pan-
Amazon Ecclesial Network (REPAM) and the Ecclesial Conference of the Amazon (CEAMA), has
been forming new ecclesial subjects: territorial, synodal, intercultural networks that embody
the Church’s mission amid this civilization crisis. These spaces are the seeds of a Church that
listens, walks, and discerns from the margins; that refuses to speak about the poor without the
poor; about creation without those who live in communion with it. ENA

At PUAM, the Amazon University Program, we are striving to respond through education and
formation, preparing leaders for democratic, fraternal, and synodal governance rooted in
integral ecology. Through initiatives like the School of Governance for the Amazon of REPAM,
we seek to accompany local leaders who are defending their territories, promoting new forms
of participation, and imagining a politics of care and fraternity.

As the Churches of the Global South affirm, “Without climate justice there will be no peace;
without ecological conversion there will be no future.” This is the essence of the prophetic hope
we must proclaim, not a hope that denies reality, but one that emerges precisely from it. A
hope that denounces injustice while announcing possibility. A hope that looks to the face of
every child displaced by drought, every elder defending their land, every river and forest
wounded yet still breathing and sees in them the presence of the living Christ.

And above all, our hope cannot be naive. It cannot be sustained by a magical belief that God
will act without us. It must be grounded in the mystery of a God who is already present and



acting through our hands, through every gesture of care, every choice for life, every movement
of solidarity.

As the Churches of the Global South proclaim, “We reject the green capitalism and the energy
monoculture that sacrifice communities and ecosystems; and we demand a radical economic
transformation that favours the conditions for life on Earth to flourish.”

At the end of this journey, each of us must ask: how has this crisis transformed me? What new
way of life, of Church, of society, will | help to build? For what we are living must have meaning
beyond mere survival. The losses that crush us, the forests burned, the lives displaced, the
dreams extinguished, can become the seed of resurrection if we allow ourselves to be
converted.

May the tears of creation not be in vain. May they awaken in us the courage to reject
indifference and to rebuild a society of encounter, reciprocity, and co-responsibility.

In the face of this climate emergency, we need what | call a sincere apocalyptic hope.
Apocalypse does not mean catastrophe; it means revelation. In times when death seems to
have the last word, God reveals himself again, not as a distant judge, but as the One who
dwells among us and invites us to co-create a new heaven and a new earth.

As the Book of Revelation reminds us: “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people,
and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be
their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” And the One seated on the throne
said, “l am making everything new.”

This is our hope, fragile yet unbreakable, the hope of those who believe that the light is
stronger than the darkness, that life will triumph over death, and that God’s promise endures
in every act of justice, every struggle for dignity, and every seed planted for the life of the
world.



