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We Are the Light of the World
INTRODUCTION FOR FACILITATOR
Thank you for stepping up and agreeing to lead this Earth Day program! As an event host/facilitator for the 2025 
Earth Day program, Catholic Climate Covenant extends its deep appreciation for your efforts to build a movement of 
Catholics working together for the common good and caring for our common home.   

PROGRAM DETAILS 
This program guide contains everything you need to 
host/lead a 2025 Earth Day event. 
In this hour-long program, your community will have 
an opportunity to pray, learn, discuss, and discern how 
to be beacons of light and mobilize the U.S. Catholic 
community for the equitable and clean energy future 
needed for our health, families, and communities. 
This program may be used by a parish, school, youth 
group, university, religious community, or other group 
that is interested in exploring how we, as Catholics, 
can respond to the climate crisis and advocate for 
renewable energy generation and for the increased use 
of renewable energy in our Catholic facilities. It is also 
a great program for delving more deeply into several of 
the Laudato Si’ Action Platform’s (LSAP) goals. If your 
group is interested in forming (or registering) a Creation 
Care Team with Catholic Climate Covenant, please 
check out the great resources and assistance that we 
can offer you.
This program is designed as an in-person event. 
However, we provide guidance for hosting an online/
virtual event as well. 

WHAT IS EARTH DAY?   
Earth Day is a secular celebration that many faith 
communities have incorporated into their annual 
calendars for environmental awareness and action. 
Tuesday, April 22, 2024, marks the 55th anniversary of 
Earth Day. This year, the secular Earth Day (EarthDay.
org) organization’s theme is Our Power, Our Planet™ 
and they are calling for tripling renewable energy 
generation globally by 2030. 

Catholic Climate Covenant’s 2025 Earth Day program 
is designed to activate the U.S. Catholic community to 
take complementary action, to advocate and mobilize 
for:
a)	 Increased renewable energy generation in our state 

and nation.
b)	 Advocate for more renewable energy usage in our 

own Catholic facilities (Church-owned buildings such 
as schools, retreat centers, diocesan offices, etc.)

YOUR ROLE AS A FACILITATOR
LIST YOUR EVENT: You are invited to list your 
Earth Day events on EarthDay.org’s events site. We 
encourage you to do so and let the world know that 
the U.S. Catholic community is doing something about 
renewable energy. You can also list your event on the 
“We Are All Part of God’s Plan(et)” campaign website 
www.GodsPlanet.us. 
If you have questions about this program, please 
contact info@catholicclimatecovenant.org. 

PLANNING FOR YOUR EVENT    
As the event facilitator, you have a few responsibilities 
to ensure the event runs smoothly, but feel free to share 
responsibilities with others in your community! This is 
YOUR program. If you feel that you would like to adapt 
it to your group’s particular needs, please do so. As a 
facilitator, it is your job to:    

Set a date and time 
Though this program is designed to commemorate the 
55th anniversary of Earth Day (Tuesday, April 22nd), we 
are cognizant that this date is very close to Holy Week. 
Therefore please feel free to schedule the program 

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/laudato-si-goals/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/creation-care-teams/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/creation-care-teams/
http://EarthDay.org
http://EarthDay.org
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2024/
https://www.earthday.org/actions/register-your-earth-day-event/
https://godsplanet.us/submit-an-event/
http://www.GodsPlanet.us
mailto:info%40catholicclimatecovenant.org?subject=
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at a time that is convenient for your parish, school, 
or religious community. The Covenant’s Earth Day 
program can also be used during Laudato Si’ Week (an 
eight-day campaign held annually in May to mark the 
anniversary of Pope Francis’s encyclical on creation 
care) or anytime throughout the year and beyond that 
fits your community’s schedule.  

This program is designed to last approximately one 
hour, but you can schedule extra time if you’d like to 
give participants more flexibility for discussion. You can 
also shorten the program by skipping the small group 
discussion and/or one of the suggested activities.  

Find a location 
If you are planning an in-person event, you will need 
to find a location. Ask the appropriate authority (your 
pastor, parish council, or school principal) if you can use 
their facility as your event location. If that space is not 
available, try your local library, recreation center, or civic 
center. Make sure the location is accessible to all, has 
internet access, and enough chairs for everyone.  

If you are planning an online meeting, you will need 
access to an online meeting system (such as Zoom 
or Google Meet). You can also send the individual 
program link to people in your community so they 
can participate in the program at home, which helps 
increase actions. You can also meet online after your in-
person event to discuss how your community can start 
working on the suggested community commitments 
highlighted during the event.  

Invite people 
Make sure your parish or other organization knows 
about the event and publicize it as far in advance and 
as often as you can. Ask your parish administrator 
or school/office staff to advertise it in a newsletter 
or bulletin. You can also send out emails, electronic 
invites, text messages, Facebook messages and posts 
on other social media, as well as posting fliers and 
making calls. (We provide you with an editable flyer.)

Keep the event on schedule 
Suggested lengths of time for each section of the 
program are included. Feel free to extend (or shorten) 
the program to fit your community’s needs. Set an alarm 
on your phone or watch to ensure that the group’s time 
is respected.     

Prepare materials for the group activity:   
•	 Make copies of the Participant Program. If meeting 

in person, you will need sufficient printed copies of 
the Participant Program, as well as paper and pens/
pencils. 

•	 Make copies of the resources that your participants 
will need during their Small Group Discussion of 
Collective Community Action:
a.	 For the group(s) discussing Planning an Earth 

Day Action Forum: Forum Planning Checklist, 
Toolkit, and this flyer

b.	 For the group(s) discussing making local 
commitments to expand renewable energy this 
year: this flyer from Catholic Energies

•	 If the program is virtual/online, make sure you send 
the participants a copy of the Participant Program 
and the resources for small group discussions via 
email prior to the event and ask that they have 
paper/pens available.

•	 Internet service: The event includes a short video 
which can be downloaded. It can also be watched 
directly on YouTube if you have internet access at 
the event location. 

•	 Computer and projector: If the program is in 
person, you’ll need a computer, video cords, and a 
projector to show the video. Generally, computer 
speakers alone are not loud enough, so you should 
bring a portable speaker to amplify the sound that 
accompanies the video. 

•	 For the suggested advocacy action (sending a 
letter to your state legislators), consider having 
some extra laptops open to the advocacy 
action page. We’ve also provided a QR code for 
participants to access the advocacy action with 
their smartphones. 

•	 If you decide to use the program virtually (on an 
online platform), you will need access to an online 
meeting platform account (such as Zoom).

•	 Choose volunteers to help with the various 
readings (there are 4 short readings).

https://laudatosimovement.org/event/laudato-si-week-2025/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NEW_ED_Flyer20251.docx
https://bit.ly/ED25Part
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J9FAMZzcc4oPkD7st2DTm97kKmDAdqEj/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hkumgkHT2dr-PiclkxXCCc57VxB9mh2LZANY2EN8FOo/edit?tab=t.0#heading=
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/EAD-1-Pager.pdf
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Mission-Energy-Flyer-April-2024.pdf
https://bit.ly/ED25VidDown
https://bit.ly/ED25VidDown
https://bit.ly/ED25UTVid
https://bit.ly/ED25UTVid
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/EarthDay2025Advocacy
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/EarthDay2025Advocacy
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Let’s Get Started
A reminder: This is the facilitator version of the program guide (with facilitator notes and script). Your facilitator 
instructions are in orange, and the script (what you will read) is in italics.
Before you get started, make sure participants have a copy of the Participant Program Guide, paper, and pencil. 

WELCOME, PRAYER, AND INTRODUCTION (5 MINUTES) 
SCRIPT: Welcome to this program, where we are invited to pray, listen/read, reflect, and discuss issues relating to 
creation care, the common good, and renewable energy. As we proceed through the program, we should keep in 
mind how we are called to respond to Jesus’ calling us “the light of the world.” 

OPENING PRAYER (READ IN UNISON)
SCRIPT: Let us begin this Earth Day program with a prayer.
In the beginning, there was a place without form or shape.
It was in darkness over an abyss. 
It was devoid of life and warmth. 
And God said: Let there be light, and there was light. 
The light was good, and creation began to grow. 

God of creation and life, 
we seek the light of hope and love, which shapes all of creation on our planet. 
In light, we seek strength to resist the darkness of fear and despair, 
desiring instead to be illuminators of truth, clarity, and the good of all life. 
In becoming witnesses to life, 
we yearn to share with all the gift that is creation, 
resplendent in light and beauty. 

May we never succumb to the original darkness, without form or shape, 
but be filled with light, hope, and vision. 
May we possess the courage to reach out to all people 
on our common journey to care for our common home, Earth. 
~Fr. John Grace, Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Hampton, VA

SCRIPT: Let us center ourselves in the realities summarized by the organizers of the global Earth Day 
commemoration:
•	 In 2025, as Earth Day turns 55, we celebrate a transformative reality: we already possess the solutions we need 

to create clean, inexpensive, and unlimited energy for the entire planet through renewable solar, wind and other 
technologies.

•	 This Earth Day 2025, we are called to respond to the climate crisis by committing to harness renewable energy 
to build a healthy, sustainable, equitable and prosperous future for us all.

•	 By 2035 energy needs in countries such as the U.S. can be met by renewable sources, 365 days a year, which is 
why EarthDay.org is calling for renewable energy generation, globally, to be tripled by 2030.

FACILITATOR 
PROGRAM GUIDE 2025
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•	 Renewable energy is a powerful unifying force, bringing together diverse countries, regions, states, and 
communities that are often polar opposites, politically and economically. Clean energy transcends ideological 
boundaries, showcasing the universal appeal of affordable energy.

~ adapted from Earth Day Theme 2025 Snapshot Briefing, EarthDay.org

READINGS AND SILENT REFLECTION (8 MINUTES)

READING #1
You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  

~Matthew 5:14-16 (NRSVCE)

Silent Reflection (1 minute)
SCRIPT: Write down some responses to the questions on the paper provided.
Jesus calls us to “be the light of the world” and “let your light shine before others so they may see your good 
works.” How do you shine your light before others?

READING #2:  
There is an urgent need to develop policies so that, in the next few years, the emission of carbon 
dioxide and other highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced, for example, substituting for fossil 
fuels and developing sources of renewable energy. Worldwide there is minimal access to clean and 
renewable energy.   

~Laudato Si’ #26

READING #3  
Yet, the necessary transition towards clean energy sources such as wind and solar energy, and the 
abandonment of fossil fuels, is not progressing at the necessary speed (#55) …
If we consider that emissions per individual in the United States are about two times greater than those 
of individuals living in China, and about seven times greater than the average of the poorest countries, 
we can state that a broad change in the irresponsible lifestyle connected with the Western model would 
have a significant long-term impact. As a result, along with indispensable political decisions, we would 
be making progress along the way to genuine care for one another (#72).“Praise God” is the title of this 
letter. For when human beings claim to take God’s place, they become their own worst enemies. (#73)  

~Laudate Deum #55, #72, and #73

READING #4
Despite the tremendous growth of renewable energy worldwide, the global economic system remains largely 
powered by fossil fuels. Decarbonization of the economy—through the replacement of fossil fuels with secure, 
reliable, affordable, and clean energy—is the preeminent environmental challenge faced by all nations. While we 
are encouraged by recent decarbonization efforts in the United States, supported by the USCCB, to direct historic 
investment towards climate infrastructure and technological development, this tremendous challenge cannot be 
achieved alone through the efforts of individual persons or even nations and will require long-term cooperation  
by all. 

~USCCB Statement in advance of COP 28, Nov. 29, 2023

Silent Reflection (2 minute)
SCRIPT: Write down some responses to the questions on the paper provided.
In these passages, both Pope Francis and the U.S. Bishops are quite blunt about the need for an urgent transition 
to renewable energy. 
How are we as individuals and as a community of Catholics living in the United States called to embody being 
“the light of the world” and the need to make “progress along the way to genuine care for one another” when we 
consider the current climate crisis?

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2025-our-power-our-planet/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html
https://www.usccb.org/news/2023/cop-28-us-bishops-call-international-climate-policies-promote-justice
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VIDEO (11 MINUTES)
You can watch directly on YouTube or download the video to your computer. 
For more information see Catholic Energy Ethics Resources for Further Review.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (15 MINUTES) 
1.	 What resonated with you the most from the readings and Dr. Lothes’ video?
2.	Dr. Lothes states that “creative Christian sacrifice” means making holy, or setting aside as an expression of our 

love. Given that we all have only 24 hours in a day, what activity can you stop doing and use that time instead 
in a sanctified way? Can you set aside that time to build an advocacy habit that works for a healthy energy 
superstructure for all?

3.	Share ideas of how you and your community are called to “shine your light through your good works” as it relates 
to creation care and the climate crisis. 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
There are two separate suggested activities:
1.	 An individual advocacy action to be taken online
2.	 Discussion in small groups on how your community can take greater action on renewable energy.
As the facilitator, you can decide if you wish for the program participants to do both or only one of the suggested 
activities. 

1) EARTH DAY ADVOCACY ACTION (8 MINUTES)
Consider having some extra laptops open to the advocacy action page. We’ve also provided a QR code (below) for 
participants to access the advocacy action with their smartphones. 
SCRIPT: Yes, we are the light of the world! The 2025 Earth Day program will help us spread our light by taking action 
and advocating for the common good and for a rapid renewable energy transition in our communities and state! 
In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis stated, “There is an urgent need to develop policies so that, in the next few years, the 
emission of carbon dioxide and other highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced, for example, substituting for 
fossil fuels and developing sources of renewable energy.” (LS #26)
As Catholics, we are called to speak out and advocate for investments in renewable energy like wind and solar 
because:
•	 Renewable energy is often more cost-effective than traditional fossil fuels. Shifting to renewable energy helps 

reduce electricity costs and fosters economic growth by creating hundreds of thousands of new, well-paying 
local jobs.

•	 Adopting more diversified and stable energy sources in renewables will decrease our need to import fossil fuels, 
thereby enhancing national security.

•	 Transitioning to clean and renewable energy also brings significant public health benefits. Reducing pollution 
from fossil fuel energy leads to fewer health issues such as respiratory diseases and lower overall healthcare 
costs. Cleaner air contributes to better mental health and a higher quality of life.

•	 Transitioning to renewable energy will also reduce greenhouse gas emissions, which 
benefits the environment and helps to tackle climate change. 

The U.S. Catholic community can help make the transition to renewable energy a reality. 
Let us take action by contacting our state legislators today and urge them to prioritize 
renewable energy investments. Our collective voices can help secure a healthier, more 
affordable, and sustainable energy future for all. 
To take action go here or use this QR code (for use by those with smartphones)

https://bit.ly/ED25UTVid
https://bit.ly/ED25VidDown
https://bit.ly/energyethics
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/EarthDay2025Advocacy
https://www.irena.org/-/media/files/irena/agency/publication/2022/mar/irena_weto_summary_2022.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/eere/energy-independence-and-security
https://www.energy.gov/eere/health-and-safety-benefits-clean-energy
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/raising-ambition/renewable-energy
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/EarthDay2025Advocacy
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2) SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION OF COLLECTIVE COMMUNITY ACTION (12 MINUTES)
There are two separate actions within this suggested activity. Both are small group discussions on how to continue 
to organize and mobilize on renewable energy issues. 
a.	 Discuss organizing an Earth Day Action Forum
b.	 Discuss a community renewable energy commitment 
Divide participants into small groups (no more than 5-7 people per group). You can allow participants to self-select 
their group or assign people to groups. You can have multiple groups discussing the same action. Make sure you 
print and distribute the recommended informational materials that each group will need for their discussions. At the 
end of the small group discussions, gather the lists of volunteers (if any) and share the lists with the volunteers so 
they can continue their organizing. 
If online, your groups can go to breakout rooms. Be sure to share the resources listed below with each group.
SCRIPT: We will gather in small groups to discuss whether our community might be interested in one or both of these 
more powerful collective actions. Your small groups will be set up to discuss either a) organizing an Earth Action Day 
or b) making a community commitment to install solar panels. 

a. Organize an Earth Action Day Forum
You are invited to organize an Earth Action Day Forum to help your community members and local elected officials 
understand how to best incorporate renewable energy into your community. EarthDay.org staff are available to 
assist you in planning the forum! They have also created resources such as a Forum Planning Checklist and Toolkit. 
For more information on Earth Action Day Forums, see this flyer. (Your facilitator will provide printed (or digital if 
online) copies of these documents.)
Discuss:
•	 Is organizing an Earth Action Day Forum a viable action for our community? 
•	 If this isn’t a viable action, what type of activity could be planned to engage elected leaders and the community 

in discussions on renewable energy?
•	 Are there volunteers that can begin the planning process? Who might wish to lead this effort?
•	 If your small group decides to proceed with a future action and there are volunteers to guide the process, let 

your facilitator know your decision and the names and contact information of the volunteers. 

b. Make a parish, school, diocese, and community commitment to expand renewable energy this year.  
Catholic Energies may be able to assist your community in going solar. Catholic Energies is a project of Catholic 
Climate Covenant, and it provides expertise to design, implement, and finance solar projects that reduce energy 
costs, enabling your organization to use those savings in support of your critical ministries. (Your facilitator provided 
you with printed (or digital if online) copies of this Catholic Energies flyer.)
Often, the most financially viable solar projects are where electricity demand is high (like a school or office building), 
the cost of utility power is high, and are larger in scale. If it isn’t viable for your community to go solar, could your 
community advocate within the diocese/religious order to encourage larger projects in high-use facilities like 
schools, administrative offices, or health care facilities, for example? 
Discuss:
•	 Is exploring solar installation a viable action for our community? If solar is not a viable option for your community, 

is reaching out to other Catholic facilities (schools, retreat centers, diocesan-owned buildings, etc.) and 
introducing them to Catholic Energies a possible action you could undertake?

•	 Are there volunteers that can begin the process? Who might wish to lead this effort?
•	 If your small group decides this is a viable action and there are volunteers, tell your facilitator about your 

decision and the names and contact information of the volunteers. 
Allow for about 2 minutes for groups to report back to the larger group their decisions. Gather the names and 
contact information of people who volunteer to continue the discussions and organizing of future actions. Share the 
lists with the volunteers. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J9FAMZzcc4oPkD7st2DTm97kKmDAdqEj/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hkumgkHT2dr-PiclkxXCCc57VxB9mh2LZANY2EN8FOo/edit?tab=t.0#heading=
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NEW_ED_Flyer20251.docx
https://www.catholicenergies.org/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Mission-Energy-Flyer-April-2024.pdf
https://www.catholicenergies.org/
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CLOSING PRAYER (2 MINUTES)

SCRIPT: 
Thank you for being part of this Earth Day 2025 program. We hope you leave here today with a commitment to 
advocate for increased generation and use of renewable energy. If you are interested in continuing this work, 
please meet with me after the program has ended. I’d like to thank everyone for coming and being such wonderful 
participants in this program. We will now close with a short prayer. 

WE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (READ IN UNISON)
Jesus, you told us, 
“I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”1  
Your light, the light of the Holy Spirit, dwells within us. 
You also told us, “You are the light of the world.”
You set our purpose to shine, through our actions, your light forward,
to light the world in a way that neither harms God’s creation nor any of God’s children.
Now, as the world faces so much darkness and strife,
as it faces climate change and ecological disasters,
we will let your strong and loving light shine through us,
so that through our good works, we may 
be the light and create the light 
so needed by our hurting world.
Help us illuminate our shared paths in our common home
and “cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, 
each according to our own culture, experience, involvements, and talents.”2  
Together, we commit to raise our light in the darkness
as we give glory to our Father in heaven. 
Amen
_____
1 John 8:12 
2 Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 14

For more information: info@Catholicclimatecovenant.org


