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RECORDING

The webinar is being 
recorded and a link to 
the recording will be 
sent to everyone who 
registered within the 

next 24-48 hours.

Questions

Please submit your 
questions in the Q/A box.

Chat

Please remember to be 
respectful and civil in all 

Chat interactions.  
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Prayer

Creator God, all things live, and move, and have their being in you. We praise you God, for the 
Earth that sustains life. Our demand for growth, and an endless cycle of production and 
consumption  are exhausting our world. The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the 
fields  fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. Humans and  animals are 
forced to flee in search of security.

You made us in your image, with power and responsibility to seek the good for all in Earth’s 
great web of life. Guide us and empower us, to carry out our responsibilities and exercise our 
power to support all your good creation.

We gather in the image of the Creator  who is a community of love.
We gather in the name of the Redeemer  who reconciles all of creation.
We gather in the presence of the Life Giver  who inspires new life and renews it.

(adapted from the resources Light for Katowice and Season of Creation 2020, Lutherans Restoring Creation)
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https://godsplanet.us/get-involved/advocacy/

“Encounter for Our Common Home” 
is a broad U.S. Catholic coalition-led 
training and advocacy campaign to 
encounter and urge government and 
Church leaders to support climate 
solutions from a place of faith and 
reason. 

When you join you will be the first to 
hear of campaign events 
including community-building 
events, trainings, young adult 
materials and engagement, 
webinars, resources, action alerts 
and more!

            JOIN ENCOUNTER

https://godsplanet.us/get-involved/advocacy
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/EncounterCampaignSignup/index.html


Moderator: Kayla Jacobs, Catholic Climate Covenant
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Making a 
Difference for 
Creation in 
Maryland 
Through 
Lobbying



Maryland Catholics for 
Our Common Home

A grassroots effort across the three 

Catholic dioceses in Maryland, 

focused on climate and 

environmental legislation in the 

Maryland General Assembly.

We look for and support key bills 

that combine hearing “the cry of the 

earth and the cry of the poor.”
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Maryland Catholics for 
Our Common Home

We communicate and have cordial 

relations with the staff of the official 

lobbying arm of Maryland’s Catholic 

bishops (the Maryland Catholic 

Conference, or MCC), which often 

supports the same bills.

We are careful to distinguish 

ourselves from the MCC in all our 

communications, to avoid confusion.
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Maryland Catholics for 
Our Common Home

We do our own grassroots lobbying, 

but we select our target bills and 

work in cooperation with other 

groups, such as Interfaith Power and 

Light, Interfaith Partnership for the 

Chesapeake, Chesapeake Climate 

Action Network, and the Maryland 

League of Conservation Voters.
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Process for 
Identifying Priorities 
for 2025

 Core group of about 25 members from across the State

 Participate in annual prioritization process by the broad 

environmental community in Maryland (to pick top three 

priority bills for the community) -- November

 Leverage the discussion to identify MCCH top priorities

 Communicate MCCH and community priorities to MCC 

 Finalize list at the start of the Legislative Session -- January 
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Priority Areas for 
2025

 Cleaner Energy

 Less Waste

 More Justice

 Faster Progress
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Priority Areas for 
2025

 Cleaner Energy

➢ HB 398 / SB 316 – Abundant, Affordable Clean Energy (AACE) 
Act

➢ HB 220 / SB 10 – Reclaim Renewable Energy Act of 2025
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Priority Areas for 
2025

 Less Waste

➢ HB 232 / SB 346 – “Bottle Bill”

➢ HB 42 / SB 134 – Wasted Food Reduction and Diversion Grants
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Priority Areas for 
2025

 More Justice

➢ HB 1484 / SB 978 – CHERISH Our Communities Act
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Priority Areas for 
2025

 Faster Progress

➢ HB 84 / SB 395 – Transportation and Climate Alignment Act of 
2025

➢ HB 128 / SB 149 – Responding to Emergency Needs from 
Extreme Weather (RENEW) Act of 2025

15



Petition of 
Support
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Testimony at Hearings
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So far this 
year, 15 pieces 

of written 
testimony 

submitted for 
13 different 

hearings



“Teach-In” and 
Lobby Evening

 Presidents’ Day each year

 “Teach-In” at a local Catholic 

high school in Annapolis in the 

afternoon

➢ Info on bills and tips on 

lobbying

➢ Local parish provides a light 

dinner

 Lobby appointments starting at 

5:30 pm in nearby Legislative 

Office buildings
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Follow-Up Emails 
and Letters
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Conclusion
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• It’s learning by doing.

• Each year we have more 
participants and have better 
ideas for organizing our 
efforts.

• Our contributions as a faith-
based voice are valued by 
other environmental groups.



Encounter GA
encounterga.org

A model for state-level climate and environmental advocacy





Advocacy

● Work closely with Archdiocese of Atlanta 
and Georgia Interfaith Power and Light 

● Core group of about 10
● Focus on hosting Encounter meetings with 

legislators  
● Advocacy work done by Georgia Water 

Coalition and Georgia Conservation Voters, 
among others



Advocacy Opportunities



Advocacy Training in Parishes



Encounter GA: Advocacy Model for Social Change

See

JudgeAct

Individual
Family
Parish

Community
State/Country 

Planet

Evaluation

Analysis
+

Theological 
reflection




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6:  Making a Difference for Creation in Maryland Through Lobbying
	Slide 7: Maryland Catholics for Our Common Home
	Slide 8: Maryland Catholics for Our Common Home
	Slide 9: Maryland Catholics for Our Common Home
	Slide 10: Process for Identifying Priorities for 2025
	Slide 11: Priority Areas for 2025
	Slide 12: Priority Areas for 2025
	Slide 13: Priority Areas for 2025
	Slide 14: Priority Areas for 2025
	Slide 15: Priority Areas for 2025
	Slide 16: Petition of Support
	Slide 17: Testimony at Hearings
	Slide 18: “Teach-In” and Lobby Evening
	Slide 19: Follow-Up Emails and Letters
	Slide 20: Conclusion
	Slide 21:  Encounter GA encounterga.org
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Advocacy
	Slide 24: Advocacy Opportunities
	Slide 25: Advocacy Training in Parishes
	Slide 26: Encounter GA: Advocacy Model for Social Change
	Slide 27

