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A Year of Creaton: Serving God in All Things

Methods:
• Educaton
• Prayer
• Acton

Members:
• Schools
• Parishes
• Communites

Vermont Catholic artcle: 
http:////wwwvvermontcatholicvorg//vcm//indexvphp //categories//diocesan//562-diocese-to-
observe-2017-as-year-of-creaton

http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan


Catholic Schools Care for Creaton Day
April 12, 2017

Vermont Catholic artcle, video and photo album: vermontcatholicvorg//
vcm//indexvphp//categories//schools//715-catholic-schools-care-for-creaton

EDUCATION: 
Students from Stv Michael’s School learn 
how recycling is sorted and compost is 
made at the Windham Solid Waste 
Management Districtv

PRAYER: 
Students from Christ the King begin 
their day with Mass, praying for the 
fruitulness of the earth and giving 
thanks for all creatonv

ACTION: 
Students from the School of Sacred 
Heart Stv Francis de Sales create 
biodegradable fower pots that can 
be placed directly in the groundv



Diocesan//Parish Events

Vermont Catholic artcles: (1)  
http:////wwwvvermontcatholicvorg//vcm//indexvphp//categories//diocesan//685-compostng-at-diocesan-headquar
ters
; (2)  
http:////wwwvvermontcatholicvorg//vcm//indexvphp//categories //diocesan//656-on-the-path-of-ecological-convers
ion
; (3)  http:////wwwvvermontcatholicvorg//vcm//indexvphp// categories//parish//73--greening-a-parish-center 

EDUCATION: The Chittenden Solid 
Waste district shared a presentaton on 
sustainable waste management (reduce, 
reuse, recycle, compost—in that order!)  
at Diocesan HQv The presentaton was 
shared live on Facebookv 

PRAYER: Bishop Coyne led “The Statons 
of the Cross with John Paul II: On the 
Path of Ecological Conversion” (FAN)  at 
the Cathedral on the frst Friday of Lentv 
Prayer was followed by a presentaton 
and local, seasonal, meat-free mealv

ACTION: The Holy Family//Stv 
Lawrence “Green Kitchen 
Committee” works to make their 
parish hall eco-friendly with 
durable dishware and cutlery and 
recycle and compost guidelinesv

http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan/685-composting-at-diocesan-headquarters
http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan/685-composting-at-diocesan-headquarters
http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan/656-on-the-path-of-ecological-conversion
http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan/656-on-the-path-of-ecological-conversion
http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/parish/739-greening-a-parish-center




Acton for Ecological Justce: Celebratng a Year of Creaton
September 30, 2017

Vermont Catholic artcle, video and photo album: 
http:////wwwvvermontcatholicvorg// vcm//indexvphp//categories//diocesan//-08-acton-for-ecological-justce-
conference

EDUCATION: Partcipants attended two 
of nine breakout sessions during the 
afernoon on various topics related to 
the message of Laudato Si’. 

PRAYER: Bob Hurd of OCP leads 
partcipants in prayerful song 
throughout the day and during a closing 
refecton and song ceremonyv 

ACTION: Keynote speaker Drv 
Carolyn Woo encourages 
partcipants to invest sustainably 
and, with hope, pursue a better 
world through concrete actonsv

http://www.vermontcatholic.org/vcm/index.php/categories/diocesan/


A Community Approach to Caring for Creaton

1v Form a relatonship with a public purpose energy service companyv

2v Connect with local faith and ecology organizatons and afliatesv

3v Learn from your solid waste management districtv

4v Eat locallyv

Full artcle on To Go Forth: https:////togoforthvorg//2017//0-//28//a-community-approach-to-caring-for-creaton//



Catholic and Community Engagement

*77% of those registered for the conference were new to our Diocesan databasev



Care for Our Common 
Home Conference

Diocese of Toledo
October 4th, 2017

Nick Lyster and Peggy Riehl



Laudato Si’ Task Force 

Established by request of Bishop Thomas

Meets monthly

20-25 people initially, core group is closer to 8-10

Set a goal to do an annual educational event



Living Laudato Si’ in Our Schools and Parishes, August 2016

Summary of Laudato Si’

2 break out sessions

● Why God Created the Monarch Butterfly
● Living Laudato Si’ in Our Schools

Bishop Thomas addressed the group

25 community organizations set up informational booths

At Rosary Cathedral School in the gymnasium on a Saturday





L.I.F.E. Team for Our Schools

L.I.F.E. (Learning in a Faith-Filled Environment) Team

● Quarterly meeting for a school representative
● Information shared for school to take back with them
● Opportunity for schools to share their needs with the Catholic Education Department
● 2016-17 theme was Laudato Si’

○ Sr. Sharon, Lourdes University with a Summary of Laudato Si’
○ Hal Mann-Why God Created the Monarch Butterfly
○ Professor Andy Jorgeson, University of Toledo on Climate Change
○ C.O.P.E. (Cost of Poverty Experience) Project

Google Classroom Created to share resources for teachers to use



Google Classroom for Teachers
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Google Classroom for Teachers



Care for Our Common Home Conference 

Getting the word out

● Nuntius-diocesan links for parish bulletins
● Teacher Bulletin and Principal Newsletters (including a Save-the-date in May)
● Attended fall DRE meeting: gave a summary and handed out flyer
● Postcards handed out by Monsignor Borger, Senior Director of Clergy, Consecrated Life and 

Vocations
● Deacons and religious sisters invited
● Using the Laudato Si’ Task Force-encourage anyone you know, especially your own pastor

**Anonymous donor sponsored teams of 4 or more to attend the conference







Results of Conference

153 People attended

● Represented all 19 counties of the Diocese
● 30 Deacons and priests
● 61 teachers
● 96 attended as part of a team

Surveyed the group-60 replies

● 26 interested in forming Creation Care Teams
● 17 interested in an energy audit



What’s next?

Diocesan goal to have a Creation Care Team at each Deanery  Parish/school

L.I.F.E. Meetings
Teacher networking to develop Catholic Identity in our schools 
using Laudato Si’ as our common thread

Gardens for food bank or nature
Recycling initiatives (more than paper and plastics)
Help the hungry
Creation Care Teams
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Questions ?



Practcal and Proven Ways to Inspire Creaton Care in Your 
Community

For more informaton:

info@CatholicClimateCovenantvorg

Peggy Riehl, Diocese of Toledo: Priehl@Toledodiocesevorg
Stephanie Clary, Diocese of Vermont: Sclary@VermontCatholicvorg

Chris West, Catholic Relief Services: ChrisvWest@crsvorg
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