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"Weekly Laudato Si' themes for bulletins and homilists." 

 

Homily Helps, Petitions, and Bulletin Notices for the  

12th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle C  (19 June 2016) 

 
Homily Helps 

Comment for the day: 

Our Scripture readings remind us that in our world, some suffer because of the sins of others. Yet 

Christ himself takes on all human suffering, and in doing so he transforms it. As a result, human 

suffering instead is taken up in the victory of Christ's resurrection. What would have been defeat 

can instead become part of a transition from old life to new. In Laudato Si' Pope Francis reminds 

us that the Holy Spirit shares with us this power of God to transform death into life, taking our 

old faults and making them the starting point for new possibilities. When we are open to this 

power of God's Holy Spirit, we come to see that our deepest identity resides in Christ, who calls 

us to care for our fellow human beings and all God's creation. His message resonates with that of 

Paul, who underscores that because of our baptism we are called to live in solidarity with all 

human beings.  

 
Scripture passages to note: 

Zechariah 12: I will pour out on the House of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit 

of grace and petition. 

[A]nd they shall look on him whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one 

mourns for an only son (child?)….On that day there shall be open to the house of David and the 

in habitants of Jerusalem, a fountain to purify from sin and uncleanliness. 

Psalm 63: [F]or you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts like the earth, parched, lifeless and 

without water….As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied…. Thus will I bless 

you while I live. 

Galatians 3: For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ…. 

There is neither Jew or Greek, there is neither slave there is not male and female; for you are all 

one in Christ. 

Gospel of Luke 9: But who do you say that I am?...The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be 

rejected...and killed and on the third day be raised….If anyone wishes to come after me, he must 

deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me 

 
Passages from Laudato Si' to note: 

Yet God who wishes to work with us and who counts on our cooperation, can also bring good out 

of the evil we have done. "The Holy Spirit can be said to possess an infinite creativity, proper to 

the divine mind, which knows how to loosen the knots of human affairs, including the most 

complex and inscrutable." Creating a world in need of development, God in some way sought to 

limit himself in such a way that many of the things we think of as evils, dangers or sources of 

suffering, are in reality part of the pains of childbirth which he uses to draw us into the act of 

cooperation with the creator… The Spirit of God has filled the universe with possibilities and 

therefore, from the heart of things, something new can always emerge (#80) 
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Passages from Laudato Si' to note (continued): 

The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the fullness of God which has already been attained by 

the risen Christ...The ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to be found in us... Human beings, 

endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to lead all 

creatures back to their Creator. (#83) 

We are always capable of going out of ourselves towards the other. Unless we do this, other 

creatures will not be recognized for their true worth; we are unconcerned about caring for things 

for the sake of others; we fail to set limits on ourselves in order to avoid the suffering of others or 

the deterioration of our surroundings. Disinterested concern for others, and the rejection of every 

form of self-centeredness and self absorption, are essential if we truly wish to care for our 

brothers and sisters and for the natural environment. These attitudes also attune us to the moral 

imperative of assessing the impact of our every action and personal decision on the world around 

us. If we can overcome individualism, we will truly be able to develop a different lifestyle and 

bring about significant changes in society. (#208) 

Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an 

optional or secondary aspect of our Christian experience. (#217) 

 

 

Related Prayers of the Faithful 

Option 1: That all Christians may deepen their appreciation that all are one in Christ, and so work 

together to steward our common home, let us pray to the Lord….  

Option 2: That enlivened by God's redemptive mercy, we Christians may turn the environmental 

challenges of our day into new possibilities of life for God's creation, let us pray to the Lord…. 
 
 

Sample Bulletin Notice 

This weekend we celebrate the one-year anniversary of Laudato Si'. In the short space of a single 

year, this encyclical of Pope Francis has made a significant impact on our nation and our world. 

News commentators and the secular press have reflected on its message. Environmental 

organizations have praised its call to care for creation. Religious leaders from a wide range of faiths 

have spoken out in solidarity with Pope Francis and in appreciation of its message. And within the 

Catholic community, parishes, dioceses, grade schools, and colleges have engaged the document 

and tried to implement its teachings.  

 

As inspiring as these efforts are, the work has only begun. Ultimately, Laudato Si' provides new 

resources and insights for living out the Gospel in our day, yet its implications will only unfold in 

the coming years if more of us Catholics think through and take seriously the implications of our 

call to be faithful stewards of God's creation. As the Church celebrates this one-year anniversary of 

the publication of Laudato Si', perhaps you yourself might find that you have some time to set aside 

to read from the document. How might you then respond? Are there ways you might live more 

sustainably as a result of reflecting on Laudato Si'? Is there is parish or other ecology group that 

you can participate in? Are there ways to share the message of Laudato Si' with people in your 

family, parish, or community? Laudato si'! Praise be to God! 
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